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SECOND SESSION IF COFGKESS
.     1879-1880

DURING the second session of his Congressional
service, lasting from December 1, 1879, to
June 7,1880, the role taken by General "Weaver
was similar to that assumed by him in the first
session. On December 3, 1879, he introduced
what came to be known as the Weaver Soldier.
Bill, described to be "for the relief of the sol-
diers and sailors who served in the Army and
Navy of the United States in the late war for
the suppression of the rebellion, and to restore
to them equal rights with the holders of Gov-
ernment bonds." The bill was read twice and
referred to the committee on military affairs,
A week later he asked " unanimous consent to
present a petition signed by about twenty
thousand ex-soldiers or their immediate
friends." Although not specifically mention-
ing it, the petition requested relief along the
lines suggested by the bill introduced by
Congressman "Weaver.

The petition declared that the soldiers had
been paid in "a depreciated currency" worth,
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